The Coming Civilization
has no reasoning mind, but is driven as his organism
or desires dictate. It follows that there is no value
in allowing man liberty of thought. There is indeed
no reality in liberty of thought. Man is a machine,
and his mental processes must be directed as the
State decides.
Those of us who have any doubt that a materialist
State would be authoritarian in character should
turn their attention to Nazi Germany or atheist
Russia. In neither of these countries has the citizen
any freedom to express his dissent from the ortho-
doxies of authority: the concentration camp is the
goal of any such outlets for mental energy. The
citizen must believe and do what the State orders.
This is an inevitable policy. The materialist State
on its own principles is entitled to crush out any
individual heresies which may interfere with cor-
porate efficiency.
The State must insist on its orthodoxies, and its
method of propaganda will not be that of persuasion,
for persuasion is meaningless if man possesses no
reasoning faculty. Force becomes the medium. Unity
of aim is essential in the efficient State and uniformity
of idea is the simplest means of securing unity.
In the case both of Nazi Germany and Communist
Russia it will be contended that the present rigid
restrictions upon freedom of opinion is a transitional
policy: when the State is so firmly established that
no counter-revolutionary activities are to be feared,
these restrictions may be relaxed. History teaches,
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